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Parliamentary Questions
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  Parliamentary questions: a means 
of political information

One of the roles of the House is to control the government. 
In order to be able to fulfi l this task it is essential for the 
members of Parliament to be properly informed of the poli-
cy of the government and its ministers.

The parliamentary question is one of the means that mem-
bers of Parliaments have at their disposal to collect some po-
litical information. The right to ask questions is not explicitly 
provided by the Constitution but it is contained in the princi-
ple of ministerial accountability to the House. The technique 
of the parliamentary question was introduced in 1897. It is 
inspired by the system used in the United Kingdom. The fi rst 
parliamentary question was asked almost by accident in up-
per House in 1727. An independent parliamentary proce-
dure resulted from it.

Parliamentary questions form a large source of information 
for members of Parliament as well as for the press and the 
public.

  The parliamentary question 
is not an interpellation

Parliamentary questions differ fundamentally from interpel-
lations. The question is not put to the government but to a 
particular minister.

The answer to a parliamentary question cannot give rise 
to the submission of a motion or a vote. The parliamentary 
question thus does not end up in the question of confi dence 
in the government or a minister and should not in principle 
lead to the resignation of the minister or government.

  The conditions 
that the questions must satisfy

The Standing Orders stipulate that the questions must be 
precise, concise and limited to the terms essential for their 
understanding.
The Standing Orders also stipulate that the following ques-
tions are inadmissible:

 Committee on Energy, Environment and Climate - 04/09/2019

02 Questions jointes de 
- M Marco Van Hees à la ministre de l'Énergie, de 
l'Environnement et du Développement durable sur "le 
nouveau confl it d’intérêts au cabinet Marghem" (n° 33C) 
- M Malik Ben Achour à la ministre de l'Énergie, de 
l'Environnement et du Développement durable sur "la 
situation de confl it d’intérêts d’un ancien membre de votre 
cellule stratégique (n° 229C) 
- M. Kris Verduyckt à la ministre de l'Énergie, de 
l'Environnement et du Développement durable sur "le risque 
d'avantage concurrentiel pour ENGIE Electrabel" (n° 312C)

02.01 Marco Van Hees (PVDA-PTB): M. Ruben Laleman a quitté 
votre cabinet, où il travaillait sur le projet de mécanique de soutien 
aux centrales au gaz CRM, pour devenir conseiller en aff aires 
publiques d'ENGIE Electrabel. 
À quelle date a-t-il quitté votre cabinet? Saviez-vous alors qu'il 
travaillerait pour cette entreprise? Que contient le document 
signé par M. Lallemand en quittant votre cabinet? Prévoit-on 
des sanctions si on ne respecte pas les conditions de sortie? 
Comment expliquez-vous les nombreux cas de ce genre liés 
à votre cabinet? Pouvez-vous, enfi n, répondre à ma question 
écrite d'il y a un an sur les mesures prises pour éviter les confl its 
d'intérêt?

02.02 Malik Ben Achour (PS): Vous m'avez dit avoir commandé 
une étude juridique à propos de cette situation problématique. 
L'avez-vous reçue? Quelles sont ses conclusions?

02.03 Kris Verduyckt (sp.a): Après le passage chez ENGIE 
Electrabel de son collaborateur de cabinet Ruben Laleman, la 
ministre avait annoncé une étude portant sur l'instauration d'une 
période légale d'attente avant l'entrée en fonction d'anciens 
collaborateurs dans des entreprises privées. 
Cette étude est-elle déjà terminée? La commission pourrait-elle 
prendre connaissance de ses résultats? Une période légale 
d'attente obligatoire sera-t-elle réellement instaurée? Monsieur 
Laleman avait-il accès à des informations sensibles au cabinet 
Marghem?



For more information:
Belgian House of Representatives - Department for Public and International Relations, 1008 Brussels 
tel.: (32)(2)549 81 77 — e-mail: info@lachambre — www.lachambre.be

22.08.2022

  Questions relating to a private interest or personal af-
fair

  Questions aimed at obtaining information purely of a 
statistical nature

  Questions that constitute requests for documentation
  Questions whose sole purpose is to gain advice of a 
legal nature

  Questions whose subject is the same as a request for 
an interpellation or a Bill or Private Member’s Bill 
previously submitted.

  Types of questions

 Written questions and answers

Members ask thousands of written questions each session.  
From October 2021 until July 2022, 4266 written questions 
were asked to the ministers of the Federal Government.
The written question is signed by its author and submitted 
to the President of the House who then sends it to the min-
ister concerned through the legislative departments of the 
House. The minister must return his reply to the President 
or to the legislative departments within a period of twenty 
working days.
The written questions and answers are published in French 
and Dutch on the House’s website.

We also mention the questions that the ministers did not 
 reply on time.

  Oral questions and answers in plenary session

The members may generally question ministers on Thurs-
day afternoon from 14:15 (Question Time). The oral ques-
tions must be submitted to the President of the House on 
Thursday before 11:00. The President appreciates their ad-
missibility. In order to keep the debate brief and lively, the 
speakers must draft their questions and answers without us-
ing any documents. The opposition and the majority alter-
nately have the fl oor. The overall speaking time for setting 
out a question and a reply may not exceed fi ve minutes. This 
technique was introduced in 1979, following the example of 
“question time” in the British Parliament. The oral questions 
must be of a general interest and topical nature.
728 oral questions were asked from October 2021 until 
July 2022.

  The topical debate

When several questions relate to a topical subject, on the 
unanimous opinion of the presidents of the political groups, 
or on the advice of the conference of presidents, the Presi-
dent of the House may group these questions together to be 
dealt with in the form of a topical debate which is also pref-
erably held on Thursday afternoon.
A topical debate may not give rise to the submission of mo-
tions. With the introduction of the question time and the 
topical debate, the House wanted to make parliamentary 
proceedings more accessible to the public and the press. 
The oral questions asked in plenary sitting together with the 
replies thereto, as well as the topical debates, are published 
in the Verbatim Report and in the Summary Report.

  Oral questions in committees

Once a week, at the start of a committee meeting, the mem-
bers of the standing and special committees are entitled to 
put questions to one or more ministers.
The questions must be topical and refer to current events of 
general interest.
The President of the House of Representatives appreciates 
their admissibility. If at least three questions concerning the 
same issue are put, the President of the committee can orga-
nize a topical debate in committee. 
From October 2021 until July 2022, 5387 oral questions 
were put in committees.
The questions and the replies thereto in committee are pub-
lished in a verbatim report and a bilingual summary report.


