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Legislative competence: bicameral procedure
The House of Representatives

  The bicameral procedure

This procedure (also called two-chamber legislative procedure) means that a Bill or Private Member’s Bill must be examined 
and approved by both the House and the Senate. The two houses have equal power with regard to this procedure.

Before the constitutional revision of 1993, all the federal laws were drawn up according to this procedure. It is currently only 
used in a certain number of cases given in article 77 of the Constitution.

  The compulsory bicameral procedure is used for:

  the declaration of revision of the Constitution, as well as the revision and coordination of the Constitution
  matters that must be regulated by both legislative chambers under the Constitution
  laws to be adopted by a special majority
  laws concerning the institutions and the funding of the German-speaking Community
  laws concerning the funding of political parties and the scrutiny of electoral spending
  laws concerning the organisation of the Senate and the status of Senator.

  The procedure

The principles governing the examination of the Bills and Private Member’s Bills in committees and in plenary sessions, and 
the royal signature and promulgation, are the same as those for the monocameral procedure (see information sheet 11.04) 
and are thus not explained any further here.
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A legislative initiative in bicameral matters may be taken by the members 
of the House, the senators or even the federal government (= the King)

The Bills and Private Member’s Bills may be submitted either to the 
House or to the Senate

Examination by the chamber where the Bill or 
Private Member’s Bill has been submitted fi rst

This is either the House of Representatives or the Senate 
depending on the case.

The Bill or Private Member’s Bill is examined, perhaps 
amended and adopted within the competent committee. 

The same then happens in the plenary session.

Publication in the Moniteur belge 
(Offi cial State Journal)

Steps 7 and 8 of the 
procedure are the same 
as in the monocameral 
procedure (see informa-

tion sheet 11.04).

Royal signature and promulgation by the King

Possibly: 
referral to the fi rst chamber

If the second chamber amends 
the Bill, it is referred to the fi rst 
chamber. The fi rst chamber may 

accept the amendments and adopt 
the Bill. If the Bill is amended 

again by the fi rst chamber, it must 
be referred to the second chamber 
again. The Bill may then be referred 
indefi nitely from one chamber to 
the other until the House and the 

Senate agree on the text.

The adopted text is sent to the 
second chamber

This is the House of Representatives or the 
Senate depending on the case.

A Private Member’s Bill adopted by one of 
the chambers becomes a Bill.

Examination by the second chamber

The Bill, as adopted by the fi rst chamber, 
is examined, if necessary amended and 

adopted within the competent committee. 
The same then happens in the plenary 

session.

Private Member’s Bill A Bill




